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Mission Statement
Hershey Christian School is an interdenominational school committed to excellence in providing students a Christ-centered, well rounded education that equips them to live faithful, God-honoring lives, whatever their vocation or calling

School Philosophy
The highest possible achievement for any child is to understand and follow God’s plan and purpose.  The Bible, the inerrant Word of God, directs parents to prepare their children for godly lives.  We believe that school is an institution that provides assistance to parents in fulfilling their responsibility.

We believe that together the home, school, church and other aspects of a child’s experience educate the whole child in preparation for adulthood.  Since a child cannot be separated into isolated components, the school must address each of these interrelated areas: spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional, and physical.

Each child has individual strengths and weaknesses.  Because of this, we believe a developmental approach to education is essential to maximize an individual’s gifts.  To that end, small class sizes will be emphasized.

Mission of the Guidance Department

To help students realize their spiritual gifts and abilities endowed to them by God, their Creator, and to develop their soft, practical, and physical skills. Through their educational and career guidance experience, students will have the opportunity to understand how to use their gifts, abilities and skills to best glorify God at school, at home and in their future career.

Vision of the Guidance Department

To create a Christ-centered comprehensive career guidance program that uses education and career guidance planning to prepare students for their future career choice and for glorifying God in their work experience.  Within this program, they will learn to cultivate their God-given gifts and abilities as well as develop skills that will help them succeed in school, family, and personal life.

Introduction
The program of studies at Hershey Christian School is planned to meet the needs of the youth of this school.  The program is comprehensive and flexible and is planned to promote sound growth and achievement in order to prepare each student for post-secondary education.  Parents and students are urged to read this booklet carefully, discuss it with each other, and retain it for future reference.

This planning guide is intended to provide sufficient information so that students and their parents may take a major responsibility in this planning.  In selecting courses of study, careful thought should be given to the student’s ability, past academic achievement, willingness to work, and future educational and vocational goals.
Our student schedule provides for 40 class periods per week.  Parents, take note of how many class periods per week your student is signing up for in relation to the number of classes scheduled for each week.  Students will be placed in study halls as needed to fill their schedules.
The program of studies will be used by parents and teachers as they help to assist students in planning the work to be pursued.  Parents and students are invited to consult with the guidance counselor, teachers, and the administration.

Planning A Program of Study

· Students should discuss their proposed program of studies with their parents or guardians and give the completed program to the guidance counselor or school principal (this applies only to high school students who will be in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 for the next school year).
· The guidance counselor or school principal will prepare a program of studies for students who do not submit a completed and properly signed program by the prescribed date.

· Students should choose their electives with care.  A student expecting to go to college should plan his/her program so that he/she has the necessary subjects for college admission.  Be certain that any prerequisites have been met before selecting a course.

· College entrance requirements for specific college majors vary greatly from one institution to another.  We remind students and parents that most college entrance requirements are based on all four grades of high school and that the patterns of subject credits outlined by the college catalogues are the minimum requirements for entrance.  The major goal of the college bound student should not be limited to meeting the minimum requirements for entrance but rather should be aimed to pursue a well-rounded college preparatory curriculum that will prepare the student to do college level work successfully. 

· A high school is capable of offering just so many courses, both required and elective.  A student must select those courses from the list offered.

· Many young people do not arrive at specific vocational choices during their high school years.  It is advisable for these students to follow ambitious academic programs depending on their interests and abilities.

· Each student will meet with his/her guidance counselor for a conference to work through his/her academic achievement, career interests, talents/abilities, and post-secondary school plans.  Students will be encouraged in self-exploration in all the above areas in order to better understand God’s plan for their lives.
· Parents of seniors and seniors, you will find some helpful tips at the following web site:

http://www.collegeboard.com/parents/apply/college-applications/21291.html 
Students should plan to develop their full potential to prepare for as many alternative career choices as possible so that should their goals change because of personal preference or circumstances, flexibility of choice will exist.

Course Registration Procedures

· Information concerning course selection for the following year is given in the spring by the guidance department on a group basis.

· Specific questions or special problems should be directed to the career guidance counselor on an individual basis by setting up an appointment.
· Classroom teachers work with students to provide information about courses in their subject area.

· Students complete “Course Registration Forms,” requesting the courses they wish to schedule.  Parental signature of approval is required.

· The forms completed during this preliminary registration are processed to provide lists of every student requesting a particular course.  These lists enable the school to determine which course should be scheduled to best meet the student’s needs while providing optimum use of staff and facilities.  The lists are checked to ensure, in so far as possible, that each student has requested appropriate courses and levels.

· If all of the student’s requests cannot be honored (usually due to course conflicts in times or insufficient requests to offer a course), a the guidance counselor or the school principal will work with the student to make the best alternative selection.
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Graduation Requirements
The following regulations govern annual course selection. 

· Graduation requirements from Hershey Christian High School are based on a minimum of 26 credits (Carnegie Units) earned in the ninth through twelfth grades. We recommended that students take at least seven credits a year to reach the minimum credits needed for graduation.
Bible
4
credits

English
4
credits

History/Social Studies
3.5
credits

Math
3
credits

Science
3
credits

Foreign Language
2
credits

Health/Physical Education
1.6
credits

Arts & Humanities
1.4
credits

Computer Technology
1.2
credits

General Electives
2.3
credits


26
credits

· Electives are required for graduation.  We encourage students to take as many electives as they can early in their high school career so that they complete all graduation requirements.  Electives may have different credits attached to them depending on how many times a semester they meet.  Please make sure to add up elective credits carefully.  Unless otherwise discussed, we suggest no more than one study hall period a semester, encouraging students to fill in their open class spaces with electives.  If students do not choose an elective for a period where an elective is offered, they will automatically be assigned to study hall.
· Our student schedule provides for 42 class periods per week.  Parents, take note of how many class periods per week your student is signing up for in relation to the number of classes scheduled for each week.
· Course requirements are broken out by grade.  Certain classes meet a certain amount of times per week and/or a year.  See required and elective course descriptions.

National Honor Society Requirements
Each semester, members of the Hershey Christian School chapter of the National Honor Society are required to register for one of the following: Community Service, Office Assistant, Peer Tutoring, Shadowing, Teacher Assistant, Internship.  This will fulfill their individual service requirements for the year.
Course Requirements
Ninth Grade Required Courses:
Bible 9
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Computer:  Office Applications
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)
(Either first semester or second semester)
English 9
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
History 9
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Math
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(Algebra I or Honors Geometry)
Biology
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Spanish I
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Physical Education (.4 credit combined from):
Phys. Ed. and/or
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Varsity Sport(s)
0.2 credit (per season)

Total Required Credits
6.7 credits

Ninth Grade Electives:  
Arts & Humanities 
Art 9 – I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Art 9 – II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Band
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Choir
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Creative Writing (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Jazz Band
0.05 credit (2x a month/yr)
Journalism I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Journalism II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Speech (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Worship Class
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
General Electives:

Community Service
0.2 credit (30 hours/sem)
Teacher Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Peer Tutoring
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Course Requirements (cont.)
Tenth Grade Required Courses:

Bible 10
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Computer:  Intro. to Web Design
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)

(Either first semester or second semester)
English 10 (World Literature)
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

(English 10 or Honors English 10)

History (World History)
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Math
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(Geometry or Honors Algebra II)
Chemistry I
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Spanish II
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Physical Education  (0.4 credit combined from):

Phys. Ed. and/or
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Varsity Sport(s)
0.2 credit (season)
Total Required Credits
6.7 credits
Tenth Grade Electives:
Arts & Humanities 
Art 10 – I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Art 10 – II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Band
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Choir
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Creative Writing (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Jazz Band
0.05 credit (2x a month/yr)
Journalism I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Journalism II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Speech (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Worship Class
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

General Electives:

Community Service
0.2 credit (30 hours/sem)

Office Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Teacher Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Peer Tutoring
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Course Requirements (cont.)
Eleventh Grade Required Courses: 

Bible 11
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Computer:  Digital Photography
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)
English 11 (American Literature)
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(English 11 or Honors English 11)

History (World History)
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Math
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(Algebra II or Honors Pre-Calculus)
Science
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(Honors Chemistry II, or Anatomy & Physiology)
Physical Education (0.4 credit combined from):
Phys. Ed. and/or
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Varsity Sport(s)
0.2 credit (season)

Health 11 (full year)
0.2 credit (1x a week/year)

Total Required Credits
5.9 credits

Eleventh Grade Electives: 

Arts & Humanities 

Art 11 – I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Art 11 – II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Band
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Choir
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Creative Writing (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Jazz Band
0.05 credit (2x a month/yr)
Journalism I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Journalism II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Speech (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Worship Class
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

General Electives:

Community Service
0.2 credit (30 hours/sem)

Office Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Peer Tutoring
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Shadowing
0.2 credit (30 hours/sem)

Teacher Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Course Requirements (cont.)
Twelfth Grade Required Courses: 

Bible 12
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Computer Elective
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)

English –  British Literature
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
(English 12 or Honors English 12)

Physical Education (0.4 credit combined from):

Phys. Ed. and/or
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Varsity Sport(s)
0.2 credit (season)
Total Required Credits
3.2 credits

Twelfth Grade Electives:

Arts & Humanities 

Art 12 – I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Art 12 – II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Band
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Choir
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Creative Writing (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Advanced Drama II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Jazz Band
0.05 credit (2x a month/yr)
Journalism I (1st sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Journalism II (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation I (1st sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)

Music Appreciation II (2nd sem)
0.2 credit (2x a week/sem)
Speech (2nd sem)
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Worship Class
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
Computer Electives:

Modern Tech. Essentials
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)
(first semester only)
Advanced Digital Photography
0.3 credit (3x a week/sem)
(first semester only)
continues on next page
Course Requirements (cont.)
General Electives:

Community Service
0.2 credit (30 hours/sem)
Internship
1.0 credit (2 hrs a week/year)
Spanish IV
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Spanish V
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Math:  Pre-Calculus
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Math:  Honors Calculus 
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Sociology (1st sem)
0.5 credit (5x a week/sem)
Office Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Peer Tutoring
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)

Political Science (2nd sem)
0.5 credit (5x a week/sem)

Science:  Earth Science
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Science:  Anatomy/Physiology
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)
Science:  Physics
1.0 credit (5x a week/year)

Shadowing
0.2 credit (12 hours/sem)

Teacher Assistant
0.1 credit (1x a week/sem)
College Placement Courses

Courses that advance a student through the maths and sciences, as well as English and history, are all taught at a college course level. Those students who excel in courses such as math and science and complete the 3 years that are offered, are encouraged to take four years of math and/or science
Competency Tests

The Stanford Achievement Test (10th Edition) offers a way to measure students’ progress toward high academic standards. This technically excellent instrument is a valid and reliable tool needed for objective measurement of achievement.  Administrators receive reliable data to evaluate progress toward meeting content standards.  Teachers will be able to identify and help children who are at risk.  Parents will be able understand what their children know and can do, and how to help them.  The subtests include: reading, mathematics, language, spelling, listening, science, social science and Bible.  This test is administered to students in grades 7, 8, & 9.
The Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (8th Edition), or OLSAT, measures the cognitive abilities a student must have in order to learn in school.  By assessing a student's abilities in abstract thinking and reasoning, OLSAT supplies educators with information that enhances the information provided by traditional achievement tests.  The tasks assessed include: detecting likenesses and differences, recalling words and numbers, defining words, following directions, classifying, establishing sequence, solving arithmetic problems, and completing analogies.  The OLSAT is administered to students in grades 3 and 7.
College Admission
Applying to colleges can be a very stressful time.  However, the process can be made manageable by the students and parents carefully planning an effective strategy for college admissions during the four years of high school.  The College Planning Guide, produced by the Guidance Department, is a very useful tool in organizing this tedious process.  If you do not have a copy of the guide, please pick one up at the guidance office.
Colleges evaluate the prospective student based on the following criteria:
Class Rank:  Class rank reflects the student’s academic success when compared to other members of the class.  The student’s rank is based upon the Weighted Grade Point Average and is cumulative in nature.  Distinguished Honors courses will receive a higher weighted grade point average.  
Grade Point Average (GPA):  The student’s GPA is used to determine Honors and Distinguished Honors for each grading period.  The GPA is calculated by taking the grade for each course multiplied by the credit value for each course.  These figures are added together then divided by the total number of credits attempted. 
Quality of Academic Preparation:  Colleges place a strong emphasis on the type and level of high school courses taken when evaluating an applicant.  Selective colleges look for a well rounded academic program with an emphasis on College Preparatory Honors courses.  The student should carefully plan his/her academic program and also make sure that the course work matches the minimum requirements of the desired college. The high school administration believes that a quality education preparation program should include the following minimum requirements:
a.
4 years of English

b.
3.5 years of History/Social Studies
c.
3 years of Science
d.
3 years of Mathematics
e.
2 years of a Foreign Language
f.
1 credit of Health and Physical Education
g.
4 years of Bible
Standardized Test Scores:  Most colleges require the student to take the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or the American College Testing (ACT) program as a requirement for college admissions.  Some of the more selective colleges require that the students take the SAT II, which are subject achievement tests.  Students need to be informed as to what test(s) their college requires for entrance. 
Teacher, Counselor, Principal Recommendations:  Many colleges require the endorsement of a perspective admissions candidate by professional employees of the high school.  Our high school requires each student to provide two teacher recommendations for the high school transcript.  Some colleges require additional teacher and counselor recommendations.  The counselor and/or principal will provide recommendations for each application at the student’s request.
Activities and Leadership:  Colleges also look for evidence of involvement in high school or community activities when evaluating an applicant.  Leadership in sports and/or activities is also an important criterion for admissions.  Colleges are not looking for straight A students who have no extra curricular activities.  They much prefer students who are well rounded both academically and socially in school and community activities.
Freshman Required Course Descriptions

Bible 9




 
Course objectives:  To come to a better understanding of the life of Christ and how it is applicable to life today.  Students will focus on the works and words of Jesus Christ and then make personal application to their own lives.  They will be able to apply this knowledge of Christ through volunteer hours, quarterly.

Computer:  Office Applications
Semester 1 or 2

Students may take this course either first or second semester. Course objective:  To master Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Power Point, and Microsoft Publisher.  Students will create various projects using the Microsoft Office suite of applications.
English 9

Course objectives:  To learn about major genres of literature, to build a working vocabulary, to master a variety of areas of grammar, and to learn to effectively compose the analytical essay and the research paper.  Through a Christian worldview, students will learn how to interpret and analyze the basic genres of literature in order to better understand their purpose in society.  Students will also work to improve their written and oral communication skills through the study of writing, grammar, and vocabulary. 
History:  Geography/Civics/U.S. Government
Course objective: To make students aware of the diversity among people groups and understand topography.  They will have a clear understanding of the many facets of geography.  Students will learn the geography of the United States as well as the world.  They will learn about geographic measurement tools as well as world region culture. Students will gain knowledge of the principles behind American government starting with basic theories of various governments and concludes with the question of the future of American government.  Students will learn how the three branches of government co-exist, how political parties were formed, and how voters can influence our government through an indirect democracy.

Freshman Required Course Descriptions (cont.)

One of the following Math courses is required:

Math:  Algebra I
Course objective:  To formally introduce students to the basic properties of the real number system, linear and quadratic equations, graphs, functions, inequalities, problem solving operations with polynomials, ratios, and radicals.  Students will study statistics and data analysis throughout this course.  They will also make connections to geometry, probability, and statistics.

Math:  Honors Geometry
Prerequisite:  80% average in Algebra I.
Course objective:  To analyze characteristics and properties of two and three dimensional geometric shapes and develop mathematical arguments about geometric relationships.  Students will also use visualization, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to solve problems.  Students will learn methods of reasoning, construction, the coordinate plane, and types of measurement.  
Physical Education 9
Semester 1 and/or 2
Course objective:  Students will become familiar and comfortable with both team and individual skills in a variety of sport settings. Additionally, the student will learn to work effectively and harmoniously with classmates in a competitive setting.  Students will have an increased confidence in a competitive setting and will know better the limits and scope of their abilities and how to go about improving them.

Science:  Biology

Course objective:  To study the living creation and see how it reflects an organized, creative, and all knowing God as our Creator.  Students will learn plant structure, human anatomy, the life and work of cells, classification of organisms, basic genetics and the evolution versus Genesis record.

Freshman Required Course Descriptions (cont.)

Spanish I
Course objective:  To develop an appreciation and a foundation in basic Spanish grammar.  Students will study Spanish by reading, writing, speaking and listening to the Spanish language.  Students will be able to communicate in Spanish in basic conversation as well as understand basic Spanish vocabulary and grammar.

 Sophomore Required Course Descriptions 

Bible 10

Course objectives:  To come to a better understanding of the life of Christ and how it is applicable to life today.  Students will focus on the works and words of Jesus Christ and then make personal application to their own lives.  They will be able to apply this knowledge of Christ through volunteer hours, quarterly.

Computer:  Intro. to Web Design
Semester 1 or 2
Students may take this course either first or second semester. Course objective:  To Introduce students to the basic concepts of web design and HTML programming through hands on case studies, role play with a web design company, and contribute to the Hershey Christian website.  Students will be able to create and design a website using HTML, CSS, Java Script and other exiting web technologies.

English:  American Literature
Course objective:  To read and understand the major movements, influences, and developments of American Literature, as well as to increase analytical thinking, writing, and oral communication skills.  Students will read and discern a survey of American Literature, identifying the ways in which it reflects and issues change in the development of American culture. Students will demonstrate their understanding of literature, grammar, and vocabulary through creative and analytical projects throughout the year.

History:  World History
Course objective:  Students will focus mainly on the history of the world starting with the early civilizations including Eden and Egypt and concludes the end of the twentieth century.  Students will learn how God’s hand has been on the world since its creation and how God continues to watch over it.
Sophomore Required Course Descriptions (cont.)
One of the following Math courses is required:

Math:  Geometry
Course objective:  To analyze characteristics and properties of two and three dimensional geometric shapes and develop mathematical arguments about geometric relationships.  Students will also use visualization, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to solve problems.  Students will learn methods of reasoning, construction, the coordinate plane, and types of measurement.

Math:  Honors Algebra II
Prerequisite:  80% average in Honors Geometry.
Course objective:  To be able to use multiple representations in studying polynomial, rational, radical, logarithmic and periodic functions.  Students will also be able to understand and apply basic concepts of probability, transformations and use symmetry to analyze mathematical situations. Students will learn linear systems, matrices, quadratic equations and functions, along with the course objectives.

Physical Education 10 
Semester 1 and/or 2    
Course objective:  Students will become familiar and comfortable with both team and individual skills in a variety of sport settings. Additionally, the student will learn to work effectively and harmoniously with classmates in a competitive setting.  Students will have an increased confidence in a competitive setting and will know better the limits and scope of their abilities and how to go about improving them.

Science:  Chemistry I
Course objective:  To learn about atoms, how they combine to create all the substances that make up our world.  Students will learn the structure of the atom, be able to write and name compounds, read the periodical table, identify trends and be able to list the types of bonds compounds form.

Sophomore Required Course Descriptions (cont.)
Spanish II


  

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish I.
Course objective:  To develop student’s basic Spanish conversational, listening, reading, and writing skills, to an intermediate level.  Students will learn intermediate Spanish and conversational vocabulary & grammar.  They will be equipped to speak and write the language as well as read and listen to Spanish in the past, present and future tenses.  This course prepares them for Spanish III.
Junior Required Course Descriptions
Bible 11/12 – Apologetics
Course objective:  To have a better understanding of the influence of the post-modern era on our culture and Christian faith, and to be able to combat its effects through a better understanding of evangelism and apologetics.  Students will learn to combat the effects of post-modern thinking through careful study of apologetics, learning how to defend and share their faith.  By reading several books and using discussion time in class, students will be able to solidify their faith and also be able to hold an intellectual conversation that helps other understand their faith.

Computer:  Digital Photography
Semester 1 or 2
Students may take this course either first or second semester. Course objective:  To introduce students to the various aspects of digital photography and image editing.  Emphasis will be placed on both technical and artistic aspects of photography and composition.  Students will create and manipulate digital images with emphasis on improving technique and composition.

English:  American Literature 

Course objective:  To read and understand the major movements, influences, and developments of American Literature, as well as to increase analytical thinking, writing, and oral communication skills.  Students will read and discern a survey of American Literature, identifying the ways in which it reflects and issues change in the development of American culture. Students will demonstrate their understanding of literature, grammar, and vocabulary through creative and analytical projects throughout the year
History:  World History
Course objective:  Students will focus mainly on the history of the world starting with the early civilizations including Eden and Egypt and concludes the end of the twentieth century.  Students will learn how God’s hand has been on the world since its creation and how God continues to watch over it.
Junior Required Course Descriptions (cont.)
Health 11
Course objective:  To learn basic health facts spanning all of life.  Students will learn the anatomy, biblical view of mental and emotional health, social relationships, nutrition, exercise, safety, first aid, diseases, personal hygiene, environment and health, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, growth and development, as well as investigate careers in health.

One of the following Math courses is required:

Math:  Algebra II
Prerequisite: 80% average in Geometry.
Course objective:  To be able to use multiple representations in studying polynomial, rational, radical, logarithmic and periodic functions.  Students will also be able to understand and apply basic concepts of probability, transformations and use symmetry to analyze mathematical situations.  Students will learn linear systems, matrices, quadratic equations and functions, along with the course objectives.

Math:  Consumer Math
Course objective:  To provide a comprehensive coverage of and biblical perspective on personal and business-related mathematics.  In addition to reviewing the basic operations of arithmetic, students will learn to be good stewards of personal finances, as well as grasp the fundamentals of business finances.  Students will learn to honor God as smart shoppers, informed taxpayers, and valued employees. 
Math:  Honors Pre-Calculus
Prerequisite: 80 % average in Honors Algebra II
Course objective:  To help students understand the fundamental concepts of algebra, trigonometry and analytic geometry and how to use each way of solving problems correctly. Students will learn how to use algebraic, numerical, graphical and verbal methods to represent problems.  They will learn to understand the problem, develop a mathematical model, solve the model/support the solution, and interpret the solution.
Junior Required Course Descriptions (cont.)
Physical Education 11
Semester 1 and/or 2
Course objective:  Students will become familiar and comfortable with both team and individual skills in a variety of sport settings. Additionally, the student will learn to work effectively and harmoniously with classmates in a competitive setting. Students will have an increased confidence in a competitive setting and will know better the limits and scope of their abilities and how to go about improving them.

Senior Required Course Descriptions

Bible 11/12 – Apologetics
Course objective:  To have a better understanding of the influence of the post-modern era on our culture and Christian faith, and to be able to combat its effects through a better understanding of evangelism and apologetics.  Students will learn to combat the effects of post-modern thinking through careful study of apologetics, learning how to defend and share their faith.  By reading several books and using discussion time in class, students will be able to solidify their faith and also be able to hold an intellectual conversation that helps other understand their faith.
Computer:  Advanced Digital Photography
Semester 2

Prerequisite:  Students must have earned a 90% or higher in Digital Photography I.
Course objective:  Advanced Digital Photography and Image Editing is a senior year course offered to students who have completed the junior course Introduction to Digital Photography. This course is designed to move students beyond the basics and into more advanced topics and assignments. The students will be introduced to image editing techniques using Adobe Lightroom, to enhance and complete their photography assignments. Students will work towards compiling their photography assignments to create a printed photo book at the end of the course. Occasional photography-related field trips and site explorations will also be conducted to allow students to have photo opportunities beyond the school grounds.
Computer:  Modern Technology Essentials
Semester 1
Course objective:  To learn how to use a variety of computer technologies and services emphasizing troubleshooting, security, internet productivity applications, and other technologies.  Students will focus on the creation of a ministry/service utilizing the content learned in the course.

Senior Required Course Descriptions

English:  British Literature
   

Course objective:  To read and understand the major movements, influences, and developments of British Literature, and to demonstrate analytical and critical thinking through a variety of written and oral assignments. Students will read and discern a survey of British Literature, identifying the ways in which it reflects and issues change in the development of British culture. There will be an emphasis on historical content and the interconnectedness of history and literature. Vocabulary, grammar and writing skills will also be addressed through a variety of assignments.

One of the following Math courses is required:

History:  Political Science
Semester 1
Course objective:  Students will dig deeper into the arena of American government by studying in depth how the United States’ complex government co-exists with the modern world and how Americans differ on their views of how government should be run.  Starting with the dilemmas of Democracy and concluding with Global policy, students will gain an understanding of why people differ in their views of government and life.

History:  Sociology
Semester 2
Course objective:  To investigate current topics that demonstrate how sociology applies to the needs and concerns of high school students. Students will see how sociology applies to the world of work and popular culture, as well as their own personal lives.  Concepts will be related to the students’ world and will help strengthen global understanding.  Students will work through case studies using their Christian worldview.
Physical Education 12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Course objective:  Students will become familiar and comfortable with both team and individual skills in a variety of sport settings. Additionally, the student will learn to work effectively and harmoniously with classmates in a competitive setting.  Students will have an increased confidence in a competitive setting and will know better the limits and scope of their abilities and how to go about improving them.

Elective Course Descriptions:  Arts & Humanities
Art 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2

Art 9 Course objective:  Students will begin a series of studio projects which focus on the elements of design:  line, shape, form, value, color, space, and texture.  Various media such as charcoal, pastel, paint, ink, collage, and clay may be used as a means of investigating these elements.  Emphasis will be placed on developing the students’ observational and compositional skills through the discipline of drawing.  Discussions and critiques will stress the improvement of technique.
Art 10 Course objective:  Students will continue studying the elements of design:  line, shape, form, value, color, space, and texture.  Various media such as charcoal, pastel, paint, ink, collage, and clay may be used as a means of investigation.  Emphasis will be placed on developing the students’ observational and compositional skills through the discipline of drawing.  Students will be encouraged to begin exploring the integration of concept and expression into the content of their artwork.  Discussions and critiques will stress the improvement of technique.
Art 11/12 Course objective:  Students will undergo a series of studio projects which focus on the principles of design:  balance, unity, contrast, emphasis, pattern, movement, and rhythm.  (The principles of design describe the ways in which the elements of design can be organized or structured in an artwork.)  A continuing emphasis will be placed on developing the students’ observational and compositional skills through the discipline of drawing.  Students will practice integrating concepts and expressions with the content of their artwork.  Discussions and critiques will stress the improvement of technique.
Band – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2

Prerequisite: Must have played an instrument for a year
Course objective:  To learn to play music a as group using good intonation, following eh conductor and following musical symbols. Students will learn to respond to the conductor, play music expressively, show a knowledge of musical symbols, and produce good intonation in order to blend with a group.

Elective Course Descriptions:  Arts & Humanities (cont.)
Chorus:  High School – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Course objective:  To be able to sing in three-part harmony and to sing a wide range of musical repertoire. Students will learn to sing in three-part harmony, to follow a conductor, and to learn better vocal technique.

Creative Writing Grades 9-12
Semester 1
Course objective:  To effectively express oneself through a variety of creative written formats. In this semester-long course, students will learn defining characteristics and develop examples of a variety of writing genre such as poetry, the short story, and the personal narrative. Students will have the opportunity to submit a selection to the ACSI Writing Festival in January.

Drama I – Grades 9-12
Semester 1
Course Objective:  To study and better understand the world of the theater arts. Each semester this class will cover a variety or aspect of the theater. Depending on the semester, students may study the history of theater, directing, many different facets of acting or performing, auditioning, scene work, and technical theater.
Drama II – Grades 9-12
Semester 2
Course objective:  This elective meets after school.  Students taking Drama II must try out for the school play or be chosen to assist with the stage and props for the play.
Jazz Band – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Prerequisite:  Audition for entry
Course objective:  To learn to play together in a jazz performance band. Students will receive credit for meeting twice a month, every other week before the beginning of the school day. Attendance is mandatory to receive credit.

Journalism I – Grades 9-12
Semester 1
Prerequisite:  80% for ninth-twelfth grades.
Course objective:  To learn the fundamentals of newspaper writing and production.  Students will learn newspaper terminology, the process involved in the formulation and production of a school paper, and the characteristics of journalistic writing.
Elective Course Descriptions:  Arts & Humanities (cont.)
Journalism II – Grades 9-12
Semester 2
Prerequisite:  Must have successfully completed Journalism I.

Course objective:  To learn the fundamentals of newspaper writing and production.  Students will actively utilize skills mastered in Journalism I.  Working as a team, students will participate as staff writers and section editors to publishing issues of the newspaper in a timely fashion.
Music Appreciation I – Grades 9-12
Semester 1
Course Objective:  Students will study the development of music from the Middle Ages through the classical periods of history.  They will be given opportunities to experience music from the various music history periods through in-class listenings, video recordings, and several fieldtrips.  Students will also learn more about various prominent musicians of these time periods through research activities and reports.  While it is not required to take both semesters of this elective, it is strongly encouraged to get an overall understanding of music through the ages.

Music Appreciation II – Grades 9-12
Semester 2
Course Objective:  Students will study the development of music from the classical period of history through the 20th century.  They will be given opportunities to experience music from the various music history periods through in-class listenings, video recordings, and several fieldtrips.  Students will also learn more about various prominent musicians of these time periods through research activities and reports.  While it is not required to take both semesters of this elective, it is strongly encouraged to get an overall understanding of music through the ages.
Speech – Grades 9-12
Semester 2
Course objective:  To learn the fundamentals of drafting and delivering a variety of speeches.  In this semester-long course, students will learn characteristics of effective speech making and will present impromptu, manuscript, memorized, and extemporaneous speeches. Students will have the opportunity to work on an oral presentation for the annual ACSI Speech Meet that is held in the spring.

Elective Course Descriptions:  Arts & Humanities (cont.)
Worship Class – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Prerequisites:  Must audition semester prior and be a member of the worship team.
Course objective:  To learn more about the true meaning of worship as well as to be a part of musical worship team.  Students will learn what worship is and discuss different ways Christians worship.  They will listen to worship music, hear arrangements of songs and learn how they can play music better.

Yearbook – Grades 11-12
Full year

Course objective:  To produce the school’s annual yearbook by taking photographs, designing layouts and organizing all of the book’s components to be sent to be printed and the book to be produced. Students will learn responsibility and punctuality in completing assigned tasks and projects under publication deadlines.  They will be able to work together as a group to complete a collective project through individual contributions.

Elective Course Descriptions:  General Electives
Community Service – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2

Course objective:  To give opportunities for students to become active in their community and church.  Students will receive course credit for volunteering in their community and/or church. Students choose their area to volunteer and give 15 hours of service a marking period. Students will also be required to keep a journal of their experience.

History:  Political Science
Semester 1
Course objective:  Students will dig deeper into the arena of American government by studying in depth how the United States’ complex government co-exists with the modern world and how Americans differ on their views of how government should be run.  Starting with the dilemmas of Democracy and concluding with Global policy, students will gain an understanding of why people differ in their views of government and life.
History:  Sociology – Grade 12
Semester 2
Course objective:  To investigate current topics that demonstrate how sociology applies to the needs and concerns of high school students. Students will see how sociology applies to the world of work and popular culture, as well as their own personal lives.  Concepts will be related to the students’ world and will help strengthen global understanding.  Students will also work through case studies using their Christian worldview.

Internship – Grade 12
Full year

Prerequisites:  Cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.

Course objective:  Students interested in a particular career will complete either a full year of internship service at one work place related to that career OR two semesters of internship at two different work places related to that career.  Student interns will gain a deeper understanding of what that particular career entails.  This program will help students solidify their major and career paths before entering post-secondary school education/fields.
Elective Course Descriptions:  General Electives (cont.)
Math:  Honors Calculus – Grade 12
Full year

Prerequisite:  80 % average or higher in Pre-Calculus.

Course objective:  To build on the understanding of the fundamental concepts of algebra, trigonometry and analytic geometry from Pre-Calculus and deepen their understanding of derivatives, differentiation, integration, approximating functions, etc. Students will work with vectors, differentiating functions of many variables, optimizing local and global extremes and several other key concepts that will build on pre-calculus concepts.

Math:  Pre-Calculus – Grades 11-12
Full year

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II
Course objective:  To help students understand the fundamental concepts of algebra, trigonometry and analytic geometry and how to use each way of solving problems correctly. Students will learn how to use algebraic, numerical, graphical and verbal methods to represent problems.  They will learn to understand the problem, develop a mathematical model, solve the model/support the solution, and interpret the solution.
Office Assistant – Grades 10-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Course objective:  This elective is designed to give course credit to those students who have strong organizational and communication skills.  The student aide will assist the office staff with various office and clerical functions including mailings, filing, communication notices, etc. 
Peer Tutoring – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Prerequisites:  Student tutors must maintain a 90% or higher average in the subject being tutored.
Course objective:  This elective is designed to give course credit to those students who are academically strong in a certain subject area and who desire to be peer tutors.  These students will meet one 45 minute period per week with an Elementary School, Middle School, or High School student for tutoring sessions.  Student tutors will learn how to do simple lesson plans and acquire teaching skills as they tutor other students.  By tutoring their peers, student tutors will also reinforce concepts that they have already learned.  Student tutors will be required to keep a journal of their experience.
Elective Course Descriptions:  General Electives (cont.)
Science:  Anatomy & Physiology – Grades 11/12
Full year
Prerequisites:  80 % average or higher in Biology.
Course Objective:  This course is intended for those pursuing a career in the health science field and is designed to improve the student's high level thinking skills that are essential to the development of science literacy.  It is designed to develop proficiency in skills such as critical thinking, creative thinking, reading recall and comprehension, writing, research, and presentation.  This course will cover such topics as human body orientation, basic chemistry, cells and tissues, skin and body membranes, skeletal system, muscular system, nervous system with special senses, endocrine system, circulatory system with blood, body defenses, respiratory system, digestive system including body metabolism, urinary system and a unit on human body reproduction.
Science:  Earth Science – Grade 12
Full year
This is an online, independent study course

Course objective:  To look at the physical earth to see what it is made of from the surface down to its core.  Soil study will look at evidence for Noah’s flood and the different ideas as to the age of the Earth.  The dynamic nature of the Earth will be seen in the study of earthquakes and volcanoes.  Also covered will be water systems, particularly the oceans, and atmosphere and how weather comes to be.  In recognition that God is a great God and He made a whole universe for us to be in and learn about, the course will look at the different bodies that make up the universe, including the planets and stars, and how God’s creativity and supremacy are displayed throughout all of His creation. 
Elective Course Descriptions:  General Electives (cont.)
Science:  Honors Chemistry II – Grade 11
Full Year
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Chemistry I and have taken or be enrolled concurrently in Algebra II.
Course Objective:  The course will consist of a quick review of the basics of Chemistry I that will be needed to be successful in advanced topics. Those additional topics will likely include different types of chemical reactions, stoichiometry (using equations to determine values of reactants and products), the nature of different types of matter (specifically gases and their behavior under different conditions), properties of solutions, thermochemistry, reaction rates and equilibrium of reactions, oxidation-reduction reactions, and acids, bases and salts. If time permits, we will look into nuclear and organic chemistry.

Science:  Physics – Grade 12
Full year

Prerequisite:  must have taken or be concurrently enrolled in Algebra II.
Course Objective:  This course incorporates algebra and trigonometry concepts to give students a thorough understanding of the basic concepts of physics in all its aspects, from mechanics to modern physics.  It is also designed to show students how useful physics is in their own lives and future professions by means of interesting applications.  This course would benefit those students interested in pursuing a career in engineering, biology, pre-medicine, architecture, technology, or the earth/environmental sciences, et al.
Shadowing – Grades 10-12
Semester 1 and/or 2
Prerequisite:  Students must shadow two (2) different people each semester that this course is taken
Course objective:  Students will find and visit two (2) different work places in which they have an interest in pursuing a career (four (4) if choosing this elective for two semesters).  At least three (3) hours must be spent “shadowing” someone at each site.  Student should take notes as they are shadowing an individual at any given establishment (recording observations, jotting down personal thoughts, asking appropriate questions, writing down responses, etc.).

Elective Course Descriptions:  General Electives (cont.)
Spanish III – Grade 11
Full year

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish II.
Course objective:  To develop student’s intermediate conversational Spanish, listening, reading, and writing skills from intermediate to advanced levels.  Students will learn the sequence of tenses in greater detail as well as read and speak the Spanish language with more attention given to the grammatical aspects of the language.  This course prepares students for Spanish IV.

Spanish IV – Grade 12
Full year

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish III.
Course objective: To develop student’s conversational Spanish, listening, reading, and writing skills to more advanced levels.  Students will continue to speak, write, read and listen to the Spanish language at more advanced levels.  At the completion of this course students should be able to converse with others who speak the Spanish language fluently.  They should have no trouble reading and writing the language at this advanced level.

Teacher Assistant – Grades 9-12
Semester 1 and/or 2

Course objective:  To give students, interested in a teaching career, an opportunity to learn more about this field through assisting our teachers in the elementary grades.  Students will volunteer with an elementary teacher, twice a week during the school year. They will perform various tasks from grading papers to helping students when needed. Responsibilities will vary from teacher to teacher. Students will be required to keep a journal of their experience. Note that there are limited slots available for this elective and that first choice will be given to upperclassmen. 

Varsity Sports

Boys’ Basketball (winter/spring)
Girls’ Basketball (winter/spring)
Boys’ Soccer (fall)
Girls’ Soccer (spring)
Girls’ Field Hockey (fall)
Courses in this booklet reflect 9th through 12th grade.  Courses may vary due to the school’s growth that occurs at the beginning of each school year.  Thank you for being patient with our process as we work to enhance your school’s educational resources for you and your student.

If you have questions,
please call your 

HCS Guidance Counselor 
 (717) 835-0246

Hershey Christian School

1525 Sand Hill Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036
(717) 835-0246

Visit us on the Web:
www.hersheychristian.org
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